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THE EOLLOWING IS A REPEAT OE SECSTATE 15785 ACTION 
ABU DHABI CAIRO DAMASCUS MUSCAT JIDDA KUWAIT MANAMA 
INEO SANAA ALGIERS BEIRUT CASABLANCA DHAHRAN RABAT 
TRIPOLI TUNIS 23 JANUARY 1975. QUOTE: 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 015785 

STAmSIlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

EMO. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: XF, LE, APER, BEXP 

SUBJECT: ROLE AND STALLING OE REGIONAL TRADE DEVELOPMENT 
OEFICE (RTDO) 

REF : BEIRUT 15336, BEIRUT 684 (NOTAL), BAGHDAD 12 (NOTAL) 

BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD FOR INFORMATION 

1 . IN CONNECTION WITH RECENT INSPECTORS' RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND DESIRE OF COMMERCE DEPARTMENT TO ASSIGN DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
TO RTDO IN BEIRUT, WE ARE URGENTLY EXAMINING ROLE, STAEF- 
ING, LOCATION AND UTILITY OF REGIONAL TRADE DEVELOPMENT 
OEFICE EOR MIDDLE EAS. ACTION POSTS' COMMENTS ARE REQUEST- 
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ED NO LATER THAN JANUARY 26. 
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2. AMONG QUESTIONS BEFORE US ARE: (A) WHETHER ROLE OF 
RTDO SHOULD BE SPECIFICALLY LIMITED TO SUPPORT OF SPECIAL 
TRADE PROMOTION EVENTS (TRADE FAIRS, EXHIBITS, MISSIONS, 
CATALOG SHOWS, SEMINARS); (B) ASSUMING SUCH DEFINITION OF 
RTDO'S ROLE, WHETHER TRADE EVENTS ANTICIPATED FOR COMING 
MONTHS (E.G., THROUGH FY 76) IN "REGION" (WHICH COULD BE 
EXTENDED TO INCLUDE MAGHREB) WOULD JUSTIFY EXPANDING RTDO'S 
AMERICAN PROFESSIONAL STAFF (I.E. NAMING OF DEPUTY DIREC- 
TOR); AND (C) WHETHER RTDO MIGHT BETTER BE LOCATED ELSE- 
WHERE (OR NEW COMMERCE POSITION MIGHT BETTER - AND 
FEASIBLY - BE LOCATED ELSEWHERE) IN AREA. 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR FRANK VIEWS ON THESE QUES- 
TIONS, INCLUDING PAST UTILITY OF RTDO TO YOUR TRADE PROMO- 
TION ACTIVITIES AND YOUR EXPECTATIONS REGARDING FUTURE 
SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS, I.E., WORK LOAD YOU WOULD FORESEE 
TRADE EVENTS IN YOUR COUNTRY IMPOSING ON RTDO. 

4. YOU ALSO MAY WISH TO DISCUSS ALTERNATIVES FOR SUPPORT 
OF TRADE EVENTS (E.G., TDY BY WASHINGTON PERSONNEL) AND 
RAISE ANY PROBLEMS YOU FORESEE IF RTDO NO LONGER PLAYS 
PAST ROLE IN ACTIVITIES NOT DIRECTLY RELATED TO PLANNING 
AND STAGING OF TRADE EVENTS. (ONE QUESTION TO BE RESOLVED 
IS WHETHER LIMITED MARKET RESEARCH, SPECIFICALLY TIED TO 
PLANNING OF PROMOTIONAL EVENTS, MIGHT STILL BE INCLUDED IN 
RTDO'S MORE NARROWLY DEFINED TERMS OF REFERENCE.) WE WOULD 
EXPECT COMMERCIAL OFFICER FOR LEBANON TO FILL EMBASSY'S 
TRADITIONAL ROLE OF LIAISON WITH US BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVES 
IN BEIRUT. 

UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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